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Dear Paul, 

Because parts of your letter of the 3rd seem to call for prompt response, I'm 
risking not remembering to get it mailed when I have to leave in a short while and 
thus s«.ve as much as two days. 

iind because I always want the uninfluenced recollections of others myself, 
what will follow is a verbatim transcript of handwritten notes I think I made 
on the bus returning tc Buck and &ary Ferrell's as soon as left H.L. ' s office. 

I am sure i discussed this with at least ^*ary. ^f you do not know her, she is a 
friend of Sue Pitch. %ry is mad at me because of my anger and disgust end uninhibited 
expression of both to Arch Xinbrough. after he broke a promise he'd made and after 
it had been costly to me. 

I knew from ^onr.ie that the 60 Canutes people had been to see you. They got onto 
him through my Whitewash IV and he told them, about you. 

Let me tell you the contradictory things 1 know to which I'm not pledged to 
confidence. 

First, I've had no direct contact with the 60 i-inutes people except through the 
special projects librarian who phoned me and then put Harriet Rubin on the line. I 
have had contact with another in CBS in KlC, but not of 60 ginutes. And I have an 
old friend in the CIS Washington bureau, he was In touch with me about the time 60 
£i inutes got interested in this subject again, but on behalf of the Cronkiie uept. 

CBS, toe, is a big bureaucracy and there frequently is no internal contact. I did 
offer to help Mo. Rubin, she thanked me and I've heard nothing since from her. I have 
heard from a friend not at CBS that this same crew has been in touch with the vermin 

;h at Bishop you told me about through the Martin story. If they are dealing 
can visualise two possibilities only: they are setting ld» up, which would 
Indication as to the seriousness of their purposes in one area. If not of 
s might consider morals and ethics; or they arc still on the nut/ sycophant 
seated in their four-pert videowhitewash of 1967. 

4 V own best guess is that there are two competing influences: those who really 
would like to do an honest job now and those who have to lives with their pasts. I 
think it is not impossible that I may have a reading on this soon. I also tell you, 
at the risk of seeming egocentric, that 1 tend to have doubts about those who pro- 
fess serious interest when they are not in touch with me early if only because the 
most casual research shows that I have done far aid away most of the writing and 
investigating and because of my record in and of suing to end suppressions and of 
turning uo new evidence. When the slightest check within CBS has to turn tnis up, my 
position is that I'll wait and see. I surely will help a sincere effort that gives 
promise of being honest. But my gdvioe to you would be tc wait and sea, to be sure of 
what you would be getting into. Remember two tilings above ali: they have to tape more 
than they saajs can use, which means they have to edit; and making spectacles of people 
is considered good entertainment and good TV. 

This is not to soy that I expect them to edit dishonestly. But normal editing 
might eliminate what you might consider important. Wallace is one of the best of 
interviewers, experienced, sharp and quick to detect what p" ! thinks is a '.iscrspancy 
'-which may not be that but may appear to be because he can t know all there is to 
know about everything). 

If you want more advice, I'd have to know more. I gather from Lonnie that their 
chief interest was in Ruby as an informer. If you can' t dictate a complete account 
and you want me to know more, then the best alternative is to talk it into a tape 
recorder, which I can then listen to. I do these things that take time while I'm 
driving so they take less time. Or have a typist transcribe the tape, which would 
be better if possible because you would then have a record ana you may wind up 
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wanting one. Please excuse this unsolicited advice to one who is both a lawyer and 
a former agent but lawyers are adversaries and the FBI always wants an angled 
account , if not a filtered one, whereas your interest and my ability to give you 
any further advice require honest records. 

If your writing is that we discussed long ago and you authorized me to see 
if I could make proper arrangements , I would encourage you to be careful. I an. not 
the person to do that writing and one of the conditions of success is to get the 
right one. i have never forgotten this and X have never found the one yon need. 1 
now have several contacts that could supply' the right solution. If it is on this 
then as the first step I would recommend that you make the most detailed notes 
possible or if you havem go over them and expand on them, adding whatever else you 
can remember. If 1 could ever get down there for a while a good way would be to just 
talk it safest onto tape. How that story is handled is one of the key factors in its 
potential and it is important not to begin with one who has an angled preconception. 
The potential, I have always felt, is enormous but it can be ruined very easily and 
the manner of handling is one of these ways, he careful! 

I am out of contact with the current legal situation. I mat Berry •‘atchen one 
time and have not heard from aim since. That was in October, which in terms ox that 
situation can be out-of-date. I'm not prying, but I am raising the several questions 
his name should raise. I don't huo* if you two arc opponents or on the same side now. 

On ray writing: 1 began in high school, when my paper won All American honors 
at the Columbia School of Journalism annual competition, probably about 1929. There- 
after I wrote for the (Dupont) Wilmington Morning Kews and was a by-line writer for 
the old Philadelphia ^edger syndicate, the fore-runner of today's ~unday supplements. 
After a stint as a Senate investigator and editor X became a magazine writer, 
Washington correspondent for vhat was then the third largest picture magazine, 
Axaienbery's "Click" and also free-lanced until I went into the Army and OSS in 
world War II. One of my writing specialties was ^azi cartels. This v?ork was followed 
by government action against corporations and attracted much attention at the time. 
Corporations were fiined and vested, etc. After a period of radio reporting I got 
disgusted with it all and became a farmer. When the farming was ruined by military 
aviation I returned to writing, had a handshake deal on two books but when JFK was 
assassinated Jbciuut end I had all those doubts I devoted myself to it. 1 have 
published, myself and psx aommcorciaily , sic well-known books. I am the publisher of 
the Whitewash series, the first underground books. The first of these wis a best- 
seller in the underground and reprint fox-mat. The first "’ell reprint; was for a 
quarter of a million copies. Fra^e-Up and what I did witli it provided Janes -Earl 
Bay his first defense. 

You say "Mike Douglas show." You mean -ijLhe Wallace, or 60 «iautes« 

Eow I'm going to type those handwritten notes cold. If I remember more I'll 
add it afterward: 

Fri 12/3/71- haw BLE 3*15-5:35 in his comer office. **© asked ac to write 
columns for him, saying "We pay for them" and after a pause "if we use them." He 
gave me a set of his books through a secretary temporarily replacing Ms regular one 
& telling her to "put them in a bag." She returned with the’ books and what he had 
described as "high powered stuff,” and with two brown envelopes. This triggered 
one or two demonstrations of displeasure in which he said "the bag is very important." 
*t turned out to be a plastic bag advertising "Life ■wine" on one side ana his cos- 
metics on the o'Cher. I was then leaving and I said I hoped I had not taken too much 
of his time, to which he responded that his time was not worth anything. I responded 
with a comment about ho.; much use he had out it to and he flared up a little by saying 
that "nobody gets into my of. rice unless I want to see them." his voice is very weak, 
he seems to lose himself in the middle of a thought, but in most cases, after a pause, 
he picked each up. 
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He read me somethin,; he had written about Kissinger & said he had to change it 
to pu, in his age at the time he came to the US ( 15 } instead of only the date m 
* 7 s y^rs he spent at Harvard U5j. The way it is typed (l was supplied with m 
copies, it is hard to see how he could have made more complete use of so tiny a slip 
of paper. * 

. . told me about how ?R is a crook who was in cahoots with his food people, that 

he hao. stolen a little & had made possible their thef t of millions. 

“° inci ' :tod I call EH then and there & ask for either "FA" or a eoay, in his 
presence, in the room with a bed a therapeutic equipment. 

i'iiis ie th* end of the notes which I have just read t 


■ ciave just read for the first time, 

I recor.bur Rare, Including about th 

short Ms socks seomd. to be ar.i how xd. _ 

an his speech hesitancy: and what Ray appear to be oddly, that he appeared to 
be reluctant to call you a crook. 

His 


wharfs EL sat} .how he looked} bow 
*mb» 4 almost to drool 


, , 1 corner of ' f - ce * think past where yourfts kzs& had been and I’m oretty 

certain to the leit of the reception desk at the end of the corridor away from' the 
way the receptioiaat sat. He sat in the corner. One time I took pictures, I don’t 
Jhen end from his office, of the Dallas skyline. Digging them out would 
j^rootiuzy f'p.vo trio oatc* 

The bad was sort of a hospital-type bod, as I now recall brown metal. It was 

trough a door dia^naljy opposite hi, chair. I renumber i L as a rather high bed, 
»xtu dsi, phone on the left of it as one entered and a bit * vinaG -rfi t~. “l,.„ * 
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entered and a bit awkward, to use. ... 

L . ther «. is probably the nest day that we had a 
d me up at Parkland. 

e me. I an not cure whether 1 still have that 
ccrotary T . : ha t 1 ttosui.c for ldj/> was a rough time 
y ct has sheets of propaganda because 1 
t'i wdr. a epsaoh at the college, Sor* of 
i-ngr-C for ms, they saw this stuff, aro they 
•7 ’-ft it will b. with the books. 


nay have grabbed it all up. If T have : 

I sat as wa talked, on hi.? left, facing him, my right die toward 
my^tack to. ard the entrance. 1 am sure ns said more about A hat he 


was ivocat 


3 window, 

and your alleged part in it and ^babl78^^76^ , 'tormu^ mors^hif mcanfto 
hm because of something lick a rpccial trust-.!* had in you. I* tV sc Le of bo-h 
oecause oi your job and as compared with th® others. I am nrettv sure he r.v d some- 
t.ang about filing you what 1 think ho described, as a small' settlement without any 
indication oi the contradiction between callinr you a crook and then xwyiiw v 0 u It 
may have been in the sens* of rather tnan goini to court, but it was not fe t£ s“se 
Sj-^'Ty ° U n- ^ * Cr ° Cfc * U ^ t kLOW what tha settle; ' ' ' 

. „ * imve a clear enough ^collection of our pleasant time at the club and. I am 
& notes on what you told me then. I am also sure that at that ti>» 
ZtT tJ 7 re ao - f ' aVB Wi any reason fer including i* in those notes, that I 
have ,-cu a fiulor account than th?:. of what EL said. 

If you show thin to a lawyer, the "?A» is a reference to farewell America, a 
spook doo*. tm.ee. coulu not be more libellous and of him. I had had an invitation 3 
idvev+i? 1 ' y ° U UP iU i Balias Ht tte hunt oftioe, relayed through a Fort Worth 
V ° Ci - Wh£t6 » wh0 } ® d Oh hie own enoourafed Hunt to hire at; as a 
SSVtS' Tr - JSJS th3S J nvitation mta «*» time- later, .hen I had a complete 
, ” pk * on xegal-aiaed paper. Because it was eL.arly 

thnt 1 ^:. «T“ 0j> <U f^ r f °f r ‘ a i ' ion cperati on 1 Phoned you from Dew Orleans. Iou told me 
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However, I did not want to ap. 
to a British reporter, John Pilger 
Ms photographer, who was a friend 
stsy with sy friend in the Statler, 
irrelevant to your purpose. 


ear as r mendicant and I was able to be of help 
and was able to stay in the sane hotel room with 
of mine, so I did not. accept this offer. I did 
on which 1 can also add details, if they are 



jfTice together end want to the 
to as man who was then leaving. 





Harold Weieberg 



